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I had previously watched this series in Arabic and Hindi. I had to keep the book with me while
watching it on the TV, and the only time I'm not lying in my bed, I remember turning the pages. My
teenage years were much more glamorous than they have the right to be, and reading this book
made me feel very young again. The look, the feel, even the music made me feel as though I was on
the island of luxury, where no one ever troubles you, and where the night is always in full bloom.
When the teaser of Welcome to Karachi hit the media, it seemed it would be a tough act to follow.
And though the film has not been a commercial success, the audience's appreciation of Adil Khan's
beautiful cinematography must not be ignored. If the teaser has any expectations about the film,
then it should be accepted that what is offered in this film is free from the kind of moralism that is so
prevalent in our country. The film's narrative moves from glamorous fashion shows to seedy bars
and gyms to Karachi's video shop and garage. It is a film that gives exposure to the oldest profession
of ours as part of modern-day realism, and its subject matter is more distressing than any of the
other films that have come out recently. Karachi is a city that knows no boundaries; everyone walks
its bylanes and alleys, wanders into unsuspecting places to order their favourite dishes, or are
mesmerised by the colourful kite string art in the streets. In this world, people do all kinds of things
that humans who have not grown up in such a world can never imagine. If this film is to be anything
that is realistic, then it must be able to capture such feelings. Obviously, this will mean taking a few
steps back from what society might have conditioned us to believe, and finding a bit of courage to
portray these feelings. The death of the star of Welcome to Karachi is not an overstatement. The film
clearly does not shy away from the darker side of the city that made this Pakistani film star. Shahid
Abbas is an actor who has played in films such as Maalik, Best Actor Award at the Film Festival of
India and Sarkar, amongst others. It is not often that a film comes along that is entertaining, but is
so loaded with politically correct issues that it is depressing to watch.
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